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melancholy hours, that this craft deserved the necessary outlay of
time and talents less than any other. The task was burdensome,
the recompense was small. He would rather have engaged with
any occupation in which, when the period ol exertion is past, one
can enjoy repose of mind, than with this, wherein, after undergo-
ing much mechanical drudgery, the aim of one's activity cannot
still be attained but by the strongest effort of thought and emo-
tion. Besides, he had to listen to Aurelia's complaints about her
brother's wastefulness; he had to misconceive the winks and nods
of Seiio, trying from afar to lead him to a marriage with Aurelia.
He had withal to hide his own secret sorrow, which pressed heavy
on his heart, because of that ambiguous officer, whom he had
sent in quest of. The messenger returned not, sent no tidings ;
and Wilhelm feared that his Mariana was lost to him a second
time.

About this period, there occurred a public mourning, which
obliged our friends to shut their theatre for several weeks. Wil-
helm seized this opportunity to pay a visit to the Clergyman, with
whom the Harper had been placed to board. He found him in a
pleasant district; and the first thing that he noticed in the par-
sonage, was the old man teaching a boy to play upon his instru-
ment. ^The Harper showed no little joy at sight of Wilhelm; he
rose, held out his hand, and said: "You see, I am still good for
something in the world; permit me to continue; for my hours
are all distributed, and full of business."

The Clergyman saluted Wilhelm very kindly; and told him
that the Harper promised well, already giving hopes of a complete
recovery.

Their conversation naturally turned upon the various modes
of treating the insane.

"Except physical derangements," observed the Clergyman,
"which often place insuperable difficulties in the way, and in
regard to which I follow the prescriptions of a wise physician,
the means of curing madness seem to me extremely simple. They
are the very means by which you hinder sane persons from be-
coming mad. Awaken their activity; accustom them to order ;
bring them to perceive that they hold their being and their fate
in common with many millions; that extraordinary talents, the
highest happiness, the deepest misery, are but slight variations
from the general lot: in this way, no insanity will enter; or, if it
has entered, will gradually disappear. I have portioned out the